The Village of Plover has decided it will not announce
Trick-or-Treat hours for 2020. This decision was
difficult for Village Administration and the Village Board
to make because we understand how enjoyable this
Holiday is to so many children and families. With the
significant increases in COVID-19 cases in Portage
County in recent weeks, we felt it best to protect
the children, families, and all residents of Plover at
this time by discouraging Trick-or Treating and other
Halloween gatherings in 2020. As such, please
disregard the Village Newsletter, which had identified
Halloween hours. We did not know at the time of the
printing of the Newsletter that COVID cases would
Increase so drastically in Portage County and
Wisconsin over the past few weeks. Please see
the attached Press Release from Village Administrator
Dan Mahoney for more information regarding discouraged
Halloween activities, as well as activities that are
suggested by the CDC during these most unusual
of times.

Thank you for your cooperation.
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RE: Village of Plover 2020 Trick-or-Treat Hours

Now that fall is upon us and the leaves are turning colors, many of us have begun looking forward
to Halloween and Trick-or-Treating. Carved pumpkins, spookily decorated yards and houses,
young children dressed in so many different eerie, spooktacular costumes, and the smiles visible
on parents and children’s faces always make this a fun time of the year.

Because we know how much this holiday means to our community, Village staff and the Village
Board seriously considered how the Village should move forward with Halloween because of the
current COVID situation in Portage County. After careful consideration and discussions with
neighboring communities, the Village of Plover has decided it will not officially announce Trick-or-
Treat hours this year. The Village of Plover is not canceling or banning Halloween, for that is
simply something that we just don’t think can be done, however, we are encouraging all Village
residents to follow CDC guidelines and refrain from going door to door exchanging the traditional

treats of Halloween.

The following is a list of Halloween activities that the CDC advises against for 2020:

Participating in traditional trick-or-treating where treats are handed to those who go door to door;
Having trunk-or-treat where treats are handed out from trunks of cars lined up in parking lots;
Going to an indoor haunted house where people may be crowded together and screaming; and,
Going on hayrides or tractor rides with people who are not from your household

I realize that some of our residents will be disappointed that regular Trick-or-Treat hours will not be
established this year” stated Village of President Tom Davies. “"Regardless of personal feelings or
political views, however, it is extremely important that we follow the advice of the CDC and our
health care professionals so that we keep our children as safe as possible.”
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The CDC does offer alternative suggestions for Halloween that lower the risk of exposure to COVID-19.
Examples include:

Decorating your house, apartment, or living space;
Holding a virtual Halloween costume contest;

Having a scavenger hunt-style trick-or-treat candy search with your household members in or around
your home, rather than going house-to-house;

Village of Plover staff and the Village Board understand that Halloween will not hold the same trick
and treats as in years past. We hope our Village residents will be creative and think outside the
coffin (box) to find alternative ways to enjoy Halloween in 2020. Please continue to keep in mind
social distancing and safe practices to limit the spread of COVID-19 in Portage County.



